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Quilting Times
Join us!!

Tar River Piecemakers Quilting Guild
Meets at 9:00 the second Saturday of every month at 

the Arts Centre at the Imperial Centre for Arts & 
Sciences 270 Gay Street, Rocky Mount, NC.  27804

Our Next Meeting
Saturday, May 14th, 2022 

9:00 AM
At the ARTS CENTER

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL

From The Leadership Team!

Wear Your Name Tag
Bring Show & Tell

Bring a Friend
Return Borrowed Library Books

 

We haven’t had many April showers, but hopefully we’ll still have many May flowers!  Our April meeting was really 
informative.  We learned about the Barn Quilt Trails through much of eastern NC.  The history and stories behind the 
selection of the barn quilts was interesting.  A fun day trip would be visits to see some of the barn quilts with stops at 
quilt shops and maybe even a local lunch spot!

When you sit and sew or cut for a period of time, do you feel stiff when you get up?  Does your back ever feel 
achy?  We will get help with that at our May meeting, as we welcome Jessica Hicks to show us some chair yoga.  You 
don’t need to wear any special clothes.  We will get the opportunity to try some exercises that we can do on our short 
sewing breaks.  

Then we’ll join in a fun game of team trivia followed by a charm square exchange for our charm quilt challenge.  
If you haven’t yet, you need to decide what you want to create for the challenge.  It may force us to think outside of our 
usual box.  New ideas and challenges always help us grow in our quilting journey.  Pam is going to show us some 
examples of charm blocks to help get our “wheels turning!”  

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Saturday, May 14.  

NAME TAG WORKSHOP
New members!  New to sewing members!  ALL members!

ANYONE who would like to get help making their TRPQG Nametag!
There will be a NAME TAG WORKSHOP at the Imperial Center for the Arts
On Saturday, 28 May, at 10am.  All you need to bring is your Name Tag Kit!



Tar River Piecemakers Quilting Guild Meeting Minutes 04-09-2022 
Lisa Clark called the TRPQG meeting to order at 9:50 am and welcomed everyone. She wished Happy Birthday to all with a 
birthday in April.
A motion to approve the Meeting Minutes for March was made by Nancy Knapp and seconded by Pam Smith. A motion to 
approve the Treasurer’s Report for March was made by Jean Doyle and seconded by Sarah Wade. Both motions passed.

Committee Reports:
Charity Outreach:  Pat Riemenschneider – Please label all donations and list the hours spent making them on the donation slips. 
Pat received thanks for the mug rugs for Meals on Wheels and for the quilt kits that she has been putting together. The Baptist 
Church in Rocky Mount is looking for donations of batting scraps, flannel and terry cloth to make items to send overseas.
Library: Martha Blount/Maryann Rettino – There is a book review in the newsletter.
Webpage: - Frankie Powell – No report. 
Newsletter/Facebook: Jennie Wright – If anyone is not getting the newsletter, please let Jennie know. Jennie is helping the 
leadership team go through the TRPQG By-laws to determine which of them need to be changed to meet current practices. 
Sunshine and Shadows: Ramona Orzell – No cards were sent this month. Please keep Carol from Loving Stitches in your 
prayers – she fell.
Public Relations: Harvey Sopher and Lin Varney – Lin Varney called the Radio Station 103.1 and told them that we meet at the 
Education Center of the Imperial Art Center at 9 am on the second Saturday of the month.
Bee Keeper: Pam Smith – The Fourth Saturday Bee group is open to anybody in the guild to come and sew, 10 am – 3 pm. On 
May 4th there will be a class on the TRPQG name tag construction headed up by the Cutting Corners Bee. Bring an extension 
cord in case it is needed. Somebody may bring their embroidery machine to put your names on them.
Programs: Pam Smith – Bring 5” squares to the guild meeting next month for exchange. Pam is putting up a notice at 
JoAnn’s Fabrics for our guild meetings. See New Business section for upcoming programs. 
Hospitality: Lin brought cups, plates and plastic ware that she had been storing at her house to the Art Center and it is now stored 
in our cabinet.

Old Business:  
Getting to Know You Bios – Please continue to submit Bios.
Charm Quilt Challenge -  The 2022 Challenge is a Charm Quilt which is a form of scrappy quilt. The finished quilt will be 
due at the December meeting. It must be no smaller than 36”x36”. There should be no repeats in the squares 
themselves. Sashing, if used, may be the same fabric. If you need a different sized shape, please let Pam know
New Business:
Upcoming Programs: 
May;  Jessica Hicks – Chair Yoga, Trivia, 5” squares exchange.
June: Paper Piecing
July:   Christmas in July
Aug:   Ann Smith will have a Color Class
Sept:  Birthday Party
Membership: 
Jinx Abernathy – There were 33 people in attendance at this meeting including the 2 guest speaker and 2 guests, one of whom 
became a member. 

Drawings:      First Time Sew & Tell – Billie Howell
                       Sew & Tell – Jinx Abernathy and Lin Varney
                       Membership – Lin Varney and Karen Young

Jinx Abernathy won the prize for the Secret Word/Phrase from the Newsletter.

Program:
Ellen Queen from the Louisburg Arts Council gave an inspiring talk on the Quilt Trails of the Tar and Roanoke Rivers.
                               

Next Meeting will be on May 14, 2022.

Meeting adjourned at 11:50 am.
Respectfully submitted,
Jean Doyle, Secretary

Welcome new members! 
Join the TRPQG Members Facebook page.  

Join the Accuquilt & open sew bees on the 4th Saturday.  
   

Consider contributing to the newsletter.



A Big TRPQG Thank You

 *   Ellen Queen from the Louisburg Arts Council for 
      an interesting program.

*    Everyone who shares at Sew & Tell

 *   Pam Smith for scheduling interesting programs

 *  Harvey Sopher for mailing the newsletters, & taking
      pictures at the meetings

 *  Everyone who sews for outreach

 *  The Queen Bees

TRPQG OUTREACH
April was another great month for donations. I especially want to thank our newest member, Billie Howell, 
for the baby blankets, swaddles, and burp cloths. They have been divided between Nash Hospital and 
Vidant Hospital in Tarboro. They are truly lovely and will be cherished.

Thank you to all who continue to give. Your time and talents are always appreciated.   
Pat



Sunshine & Shadow

We don’t want you to go through it alone!  
If you have anyone you want Remembered, 

please email: Ramona Orzell at orzellrjo@suddenlink.net

MEMBERS'  MINUTE  for  MAY 2022 
        

STATISTICS:   As of  09 April12 March 2022: 
       72 Total Members

       61 Regular Members
           7 Founding Members;  

            2 Junior Members;                                                                                                                                                          



BOOK REVIEW
 The book I am reviewing this month is “Color Shuffle” by Karla Alexander.  

Ms Alexander starts with talking about choosing fabric.  She suggests stacking bolts 
of fabric side by side and standing back 10 feet to get the effect of how they look. 
 This is good advice as sometimes you pick a color you love, but when you gather 
all the fabric you are going to use, this one doesn’t fit.  She does recommend 
checking your existing stash as you may have fabric with which you can start.  Read 
the beginning of the book for her advice on starting.  She goes on to discuss cutting 
and stacking squares or rectangles and then shuffling them so that no two stacks 
are the same.  This, when put together makes a very interesting scene.
 
As you look through the book and see how different her quilts look it gives you the idea of how 
these combinations make a quilt look very different from the others in her pattern choices.  I 
think it’s worth a try even if you are only making a lap quilt, it won’t look like a “standard” quilt.  If 
that is your goal, try it!

Your Quilt Librarians,
Maryann Rettino
Martha Blount

RANCH CRACKERS
Recipe courtesy Tanya Puchalski,
Fort Walton Beach, Florida
¼ cup vegetable oil
2 Tbls Hidden Valley Original Ranch Seasoning
1tsp dried dill
¼ teaspoon lemon pepper
¼ teaspoon garlic powder
16 oz oyster cracker

Step 1:  Pre-heat oven to 250°.  In a small bowl, add the oil, ranch seasoning, dill, lemon pepper, & garlic powder.  
                                                     Stir until well mixed.
Step 2:  Pour crackers into a 1-gallon resealable plastic bag.  Add oil mixture, seal & toss until crackers are well-coated.
Step 3:  Spread crackers on an ungreased baking sheet.  Bake 15-20 minutes or until golden.  Let cool before serving.



Busy Bees Imperial Art Centre on the 2nd Tuesday of each month @ 10 am    
Queen Bee is Sarah Wade               

Cutting 
Corners

Braswell Library on the 3rd Friday of the month @ 10 am.                                                                              
Queen Bee is Ramona Orzell          

Happy 
Hoopers

Meeting are at Frankie Powell's House on the 3rd Saturday of each month.                                                                                    
Queen Bee is Frankie Powell                              

Open Sewing Open Sew Format @ the Imperial Art Center on the 4th Saturday of each month.          
Open to all members.          

Accuquilt 
Group

 Imperial Art Center 10 am. - 4th Saturday of each month. 

Current Quilting Bees   

A Quilting Bee is a gathering for quilters to foster creativity, connection and 
community so that others feel a sense of belonging.

SAVE THE DATES   

   TRPQG MEETINGS

  May 14th Meeting.  -     Imperial Center -     Chair Yoga & Trivia

  June 11th Meeting.  - Imperial Center -  Paper Piecing with Carrie Merchant from Quilts Like Crazy

  July 9th Meeting.  -    Imperial Center - 

  August 13th Meeting.  -   Imperial Center - 

  September 10th Meeting.  -    TRPQG Birthday Party

Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 25th 
        

   EVENTS YOU MIGHT ENJOY
                 
    Sandhills Quilters Guild Quilt Show  - Historic Fair Barn - Pinehurst, NC -   September 23 - 24  -  2022

   All Carolinas Shop Hop  - North & South Carolina -   September 1 - October 31  -  2022

   QUILTCON  -  Raleigh NC   -  February 22 - 25  -  2024



  

Tar River Piecemakers
Quilting Guild

P.O. Box 7041 Rocky Mount NC 27804

TRPQG Official Charities
Patriotic quilts:   Any size

Quilts for Christian Adoption Agency:  any size 
    Please include a sample square from the quilt pattern which is given 
to the birth mother.

Isolette covers for Vidant Hospital:   should be no larger than 
36” x 36”

Quilts for Nash Hospital Nursery:   They accept any size quilts  
they use to send the babies home.  We will accept smaller blankets 
that are knitted or crocheted.  We can always find someone who has a 
need. 
 

Additional charities our TRPQG members support. 

Oncology Department Quilts:  can always use lap size quilts & Mug 
rugs for them. 

Bereavement wraps:  12” x 12” or 15” x 15” (use pattern)

Mother’s Hearts:  (ask for pattern)   used for preemies in neonatal 
departments.

Preemie Beanies:  (knitted) ask for pattern or Google them

Comfort Bags:  For Police department bags

Quarterly Challenges:  To be announced

Find the secret word hidden 
in the newsletter.  Let Pam 
know you know the secret 
word and you'll be eligible to 
win a prize at the Meeting. 



2022 Upcoming Programs
May

Guest:  Jessica Hicks from Willow Tree Yoga
  15 minute chair yoga program

Trivia Challenge
Charm quilt challenge.  Sample blocks & ideas will be discussed.                                                                         

5 x 5" squares of cotton will be available to swap.

June
Paper Piecing with Carrie Merchant  from Quilts Like Crazy

In meeting instruction.  We'll need several people to bring their machines.  
Supply list will be available shortly.

Coming Soon
Batting, Quilting & Binding

Color Class 

TRPQG 2022 CHALLENGE
The Charm Quilt Challenge:

A Charm Quilt is a quilt that is usually made with a single shape and each piece in the quilt is a different fabric.  
For example common shapes used in have been squares, rectangles, hexagons, triangles, diamonds, apple core 
to name a few.  These quilts were often referred to as "Beggar Quilts", "Odd Feller Quilts"  or "Trade Fabrics" .   
Goal of the challenge is to make your interpretation of a charm quilt using all different fabrics collected from your 
stash and or traded with your fellow quilters.  

Finished piece is due December 10, 2022.  Prizes and awards will be presented. 

Starting in March we'll trade fabrics with one another.  It'll be a fun time to reconnect with your friends and fellow 
quilters.

We'll learn some history and folklore of this type of quilt, plus learn a little about each one of us during this 
project.  

 Rules for 2022 Challenge  - Charm Quilts:

Finished project will be revealed  on December 12th. 
Size - No smaller than 36" X 36"   

Exchange Rules :
  5 X 5 Squares  
 100% cotton fabrics
  No prewashed fabric
  Best Fabrics - Please exchange good quality fabrics











K-C ONLINE

Quiltville’s Quips and Snips https://quiltville.blogspot.com ` Free Patterns, Recipes, Tips & 
Techniques, and so many more links to interesting information guaranteed to inspire. 





TRPQG AGENDA
May 14, 2022

SOCIAL/SIGN IN: 9:00 to 9:30 AM

WELCOME:

BIRTHDAYS:  Sandy Batchelor, Betty Gentry

MINUTES OF THE PREV. MONTH APPROVED AS PUBLISHED IN THE NEWSLETTER
1.  MOTION TO APPROVE
2.  2ND

TREASURER’S. REPORT APPROVED AS PUBLISHED IN THE NEWSLETTER
1.  MOTION TO APPROVE
2.  2ND

CHAIRPERSONS’ REPORTS:
Chairpersons’ Reports- Short summaries 
Outreach - Pat Riemenschneider 
Sunshine and Shadow - Ramona Orzell 
Library - Martha Blount and Mary Ann Retino 
Newsletter and FB - Jennie Wright 
Bee Keeper and Programs - Pam Smith 
Public Relations - Harvey Sopher, Lin Varney 
Website - Frankie Powell

OLD BUSINESS
1. Charm Quilt Challenge – Questions?

NEW BUSINESS
1. Upcoming Programs

MEMBERSHIP REPORT - Jinx Abernathy

BREAK

PROGRAM-  Trivia Challenge

SEW  AND TELL / DOOR PRIZES
1.  1st time Sew and Tell
2. Sew and Tell Drawing
3. Membership Drawing 

There will be a short Leadership meeting after our regular meeting

Have a good month and see you June 11th !!


