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Quilting Times
Join us!!

Tar River Piecemakers Quilting Guild
Meets at 10:00 the second Saturday of every month 
at the Arts Centre at the Imperial Centre for Arts & 
Sciences 270 Gay Street, Rocky Mount, NC.  27804

Our Next Meeting
Saturday, September 11, 2021 

10:00 AM
At the ARTS CENTER

MASKS ARE REQUIRED

From The Leadership Team!

Wear Your Name Tag
Bring Show & Tell

Return Borrowed Library Books
Bring Finished Fat Quarter Challenge 
Bring Finished Friendship Star Block

 
 

Hello Quilters,

Hope that you are all doing well.  This year is pretty much flying by!!!..  I hope that you are getting plenty of sewing time 
in.  The giving season is upon us once again, time to really get going on those Christmas gifts.  I have two quilts that I 
have had finished, just need to be trimmed, and binding put on.. for 3 years.. hahaha...  maybe this year they will actually 
get done.  How do they go that long before you realize it??..haha..

I do apologize again for not making the August meeting.  It was so kind of you to sign and send me a card, made my day 
when I opened it.. so thank you.   I am feeling much better. I should be able to wear a mask for the entire meeting, which 
would have not happened last month, and the doctor, while he would prefer I stay home, accepts that I will be going!!.. 
haha..

I saw and heard that there was still plenty of sew n tell last month... you guys rock!!.  I hope that this month will also have 
lots of pretties to be shown.  I might actually have something (we will see)....  Also Ramona ran elections so these ladies 
will be taking over all the duties of the meeting, so swearing
in will or should come first.  Thank you to all that offered up their services, it is always greatly appreciated.  

I know it is our birthday month, but hard to plan too much with all the restrictions, but we will have a wonderful day 
anyway.  It is always wonderful to get together with a group of like minds!!

I wanted to say thank you for sticking with the guild thru these last few years.  It has been difficult for everyone.   I also 
want to say thank you for putting up with me, this has definitely been a strange 'leadership' role, to say the least.  The 
guild has been such a big part of my life for so many years this last couple have been a trial to say the least.  

Okay see ALL of you at our September meeting, with lots of goodies to show, and happiness to be together.. 

Martha Cianos
Leadership team



Tar River Piecemakers Quilting Guild Meeting Minutes 08-14-2021
Ramona Orzell, as interim leader, called the TRPQG meeting to order at 10:03 am and welcomed everyone. She wished Happy 
Birthday to all with a birthday in August.
A motion to approve the Meeting Minutes for July was made by Sarah Wade and seconded by Martha Blount. A motion to 
approve the Treasurer’s Report for July was made by Jean Doyle and seconded by Linda Baggett. Both motions passed.

Committee Reports:
Charity Outreach:  Pat Riemenschneider and Beverly Couch 
Membership: Jinx Abernathy –24 members in attendance at this meeting. Jinx asked for members to please sign up as greeters. 
A list of quilt shops and long-arm quilters was emailed to members and a few copies were available at the desk. If there are any 
corrections or additions, please let Jinx know. If you have not paid your membership dues by the September meeting, you will 
be removed from the membership list.
Library: Martha Blount/Maryann Rettino – Martha reviewed a book that she thought would be excellent for donation quilts: “Even 
More Quilts for Baby” by Ursule Reikes.
Webpage: - Frankie Powell 
Newsletter/Facebook: Jennie Wright – Jennie thanked everyone for the pictures they sent. If you have anything you would like 
to share, please let Jennie know.
Sunshine and Shadows: Ramona Orzell – Cards were sent to Martha Blount, Carolyn Evans, Barbara Wallace and Martha 
Cianos.
Bee Keeper: Pam Smith 
Hospitality: No news.

Old Business: 
If you have any bags from the Brown Bag Challenge, please bring them in September.

New Business:
Elections for 2021-2022: 
Lisa Clark and Debbie Nivison were elected unanimously for Team Leaders. 
Rosalyn Ryers was elected unanimously for Treasurer.
Officers will be installed at our September meeting and will start in October.
September 11th Meeting: Celebrate TRPQG’s 21st Birthday
October 9th Meeting: Christmas in October (Demos)
Jennie Wright – Broken Needle Quilt Shop donated 10 gift certificates of $25 each which expire on 09/30/2021. Winners 
were randomly selected. There were four other gift certificates with a longer expiration date, one of which is being 
saved for a later date.
By-laws: The last revised copy we have is from September 2017. Jennie Wright reported that a correction was needed 
because it was voted, sometime after that revision, that our fiscal year would be changed to September 1st – August 
31st.

Program: Election

Drawings:      First Time Sew & Tell – Duane Carpentier
                       Sew & Tell – Lin Varney

Meeting adjourned at 11:45 am.

Respectfully submitted,
Jean Doyle, Secretary



New Officers for the 2021-2022
Tar River Piecemakers Quilting Guild

Leadership:                             Treasurer:
Lisa Clark                                 Rosalyn Ryers
Debbie Nivison

 Will be sworn in during the September meeting.

GREETERS
September  -         
October      -   Sarah Wade
November  -  

PLEASE CONSIDER BEING A 
GREETER

Greeters are needed for the  2021 - 2022  
TRPQG Guild year!   

Just imagine how much fun it will be to 
be the first to see all the smiling faces 
and welcome them to our meetings.

Sign up at the membership table or 
Contact Jinx at jinxabby@writeme.com
  

Tips, Tricks 
& Techniques

Bias & Striped Binding

    Tula Pink has an easy method for 
cutting bias binding and a great 
technique to make your stripes line 
up like a profesional.  

https://fb.watch/77NKH0qvH6/

Sunshine & Shadow
Cards of Encouragement sent to 

Katherine Carter
Paula Loges

Martha Cianos
We don’t want you to go through it alone!  If 
you have anyone you want Remembered, 

please email: Ramona Orzell at 
orzellrjo@suddenlink.net



BOOK REVIEW
September 2021

This month I am reviewing "French Braid Quilts" by Jane Hardy Miller with Arlene Netten. 
 French braid quilts are a combination of log cabin with cornerstones and stripe quilts.  I 
have found the hardest part is finding a pleasing array of fabrics.  If color is your strong 
part you will have not trouble.  

The author recommends stating with a fresh needle.  he recommends a 70/10 Jeans or 
Microtex needle.  She feel these needles can penetrate the layers of fabric that you will 
have.  Also a 1/4" attachment is very helpful.  Also a walking foot or a free motion quilting 
foot are necessary.

An acrylic ruler 6" x 24" I convenient to cut your fabric strips.   Also she recommends 50 weight cotton thread in a 
neutral color.  The first diagram in the book shows you all parts of the quilt.  It is a very helpful reference as you go 
along.  If you make a copy of this diagram and post it above your sewing machine you can refer to it all through 
making your project.

The next chapter covers choosing the fabrics for the braid run.  This may be the hardest part of your project. Read this 
chapter several times.  The next chapter goes on to contraction.  There are different choices of form you ill have to 
decide on, but this seems to be the fun part.  Good luck.

Your librarians,
Maryann Rettino
Martha Blount

A Big TRPQG Thank You

 *   Martha Cianos & Vickie Wallace for their skillful 
leadership during an unpredictable and challenging 
time.

 *   The Membership committee for putting together an 
updated list of local quilt shops and long armers

 *  Mat & Wendy at The Broken Needle  for their very 
generous donation of gift certificates. 

 *  Lisa Clark & Debbie Nivison, our new Leadership 
Team and Rosalyn Ryers our new Treasurer 

ATTENTION THE BROKEN NEEDLE  / TRPQG RAFFLE
A huge thank you to Matt & Wendy at The Broken Needle for donating gift certificates for thirteen lucky 
members of TRPQG.

There is a TRPQG member only raffle for one more $25 gift certificate.  All you have to do is go to the 
Broken Needle by September 30, 2021, Tell Matt or Wendy you are a TRPQG member and would like to 
enter the raffle for TRPQG members.  NO purchase necessary and you will not have to be present to win 
you just have to be a TRPQG member to enter.  You can enter every day that you visit The Broken Needle 
between now and September 30, 2021.

Good luck and happy shopping.  



OUTREACH
During the July And August meetings we received 19 quilts, 18 mug rugs, and 6 crocheted chemo caps. WOW!!! We are in 
the process of distributing those. I have not been able to reach all of the outlets that we serve, but the ones I have spoken to 
are thrilled that we are back in business. Please keep up the good work. 

Beverly Crouch has agreed to work with me in collecting the quilts. Thank you, Beverly. If you would like for your quilt to go to 
a specific outreach, please let us know when you drop it off.

I have been busy putting quilt kits together. I am trying to keep them simple and fun. If you have suggestions, please let me know.

Thanks again for all of your hard work.

Pat



Busy 
Bees

Imperial Art Centre on the 2nd Tuesday of each month @ 10 am                                                                                                   
Queen Bee is Sarah Wade               

Cutting 
Corners

 Braswell Library on the 3rd Friday of the month @ 10 am.                                                                              
Queen Bee is Ramona Orzell          

Happy 
Hoopers

Meetings are via Zoom on 3rd Saturday                                                                                         
Queen Bee is Frankie Powell                                     

Rachel’s 
Remnant
s

Meetings are held 6 pm on the 1st Thursday                                                               
Queen Bee is Martha Cianos                                            

Open 
Sewing

Open Sew Format @ the Imperial Art Center on the 4th Saturday of each 
month.  This Bee will resume in Fall due to room availability.                   

Current Quilting Bees   

Hello!  It was so nice to see everyone at the meeting last month. 
If you would like to participate in a bee please feel free to call one of the Queen 
Bees listed below.   If you have a particular interest and would like to start a new 
Bee please bring your idea forward and we'll connect you with others piecers.   
Happy Piecing!                          
Pam Smith 252-904-6063

K-C ONLINE

Joanne Kerton   https://www.canuckquilterdesigns.com/   Great patterns & tutorials.

Eva Paige Quilt Designs  https://evapaigequilts.com/    Patterns and the home of the accordion half square triangle.  

Kari Carr     New Leaf Stitches   https://www.newleafstitches.com/    Patterns, rulers, fabric and kits.

%22
%22
%22


  

Tar River Piecemakers
Quilting Guild

P.O. Box 7041 Rocky Mount NC 27804

TRPQG Official Charities
Patriotic quilts:   Any size

Quilts for Christian Adoption Agency:  any size 
    Please include a sample square from the quilt pattern which is given 
to the birth mother.

Isolette covers for Vidant Hospital:   should be no larger than 
36” x 36”

Quilts for Nash Hospital Nursery:   They accept any size quilts  
they use to send the babies home.  We will accept smaller blankets 
that are knitted or crocheted.  We can always find someone who has a 
need. 
 

Additional charities our TRPQG members support. 

Oncology Department Quilts:  can always use lap size quilts & Mug 
rugs for them. 

Bereavement wraps:  12” x 12” or 15” x 15” (use pattern)

Mother’s Hearts:  (ask for pattern)   used for preemies in neonatal 
departments.

Preemie Beanies:  (knitted) ask for pattern or Google them

Comfort Bags:  For Police department bags

Quarterly Challenges:  To be announced

HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY

TRPQG



ATTENTION
Machine Quilters

If you are a member of the TRPQG and you machine 
quilt for others please send your name, phone 
number and email address to 
Jennie@quiltchaos.com.  
In future issues of the newsletter I will list your 
contact information so TRPQG members can contact 

SAVE THE DATES   
    TRPQG MEETINGS
 

  September 11th Meeting    -   Imperial Center
   October 9th Meeting          -   Imperial Center
 

Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 25th 

        

 EVENTS YOU MIGHT ENJOY

    Patchwork & Posies Quilt show - 
        Dennis Wicker Civic Center - Sanford NC
            October 15 & 16, 2021
                

   All Carolina Shop Hop - October & November, 2021
           NEW 2021 Shop Hop 

    Original Sewing & Quilt Expo - 
             September 30, October 1, & 2  -  2021
                 Fredericksburg, VA

     Mid Atlantic Quilt Festival - 
             February 24 - 27  -  2022
                     Hampton, VA
  

      The Quilting and Fiber Marketplace - 
             January 14 - 15  -  2022
                     Sanford, NC    

TRPQG RECIPIES 
BLT BITES
(Appetizer)

16 - 20  cherry tomatoes
1 lb. -     bacon, cooked & crumbled
1/2 c.     green onions, chopped
3 T.        Parmesan cheese, grated
2 T.        parsley, fresh & snipped
Cut a thin slice off each tomato top.  Scoop out and 
discard pulp, invert tomatoes on a paper towel to 
drain.  In a small bowl, combine the remaining 
ingredients and mix well.  Spoon mixture into 
tomatoes.  Refrigerate for several hours.  To keep 
fresh, be sure to cover loosely with Saran Wrap and 
refrigerate.
Gayle Helm








